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Massachusetts Wing welcomes 

new commander  

ñLET IT BEGIN HERE!ò ï words from another great volunteer, 

Captain John Parker of the Massachusetts Militia of 1775 and echoed 
by Colonel William  H. Meskill during his acceptance speech after 

becoming the 20 th  Massachusetts Wing Commander to assume the 
post during a Change of Command ceremony held on Wednesday 
evening, October 14, 2009 at the Hanscom AFB Family Center.  

Surrounded by family, friends  and fellow CAP members, Colonel Meskill 
accepted 

command of the 
Wing from the 
outgoing Wing 

Commander Colonel David Belcher. Colonel 
Christopher Hayden, Northeast Region 
Commander officiated over the ceremony and the 

traditional promotion of the new Comma nder 
from Lt Colonel to Colonel.  

 Colonel Meskill served Massachusetts Wing as 

Vice Commander since 1997 and in this capacity, 
he provided leadership to over 900 Senior 
Members and Cadets assigned to Massachusetts 
Wing.   
 
Colonel Meskill joined Civil A ir Patrol in June 1985, assigned to the Wing as the USAF Reserve 

Assistance Coordinator.  While in the USAFR he served as a Squadron Liaison Officer, Wing Reserve 
Assistance Coordinator, and Acting Wing Liaison Officer.  A 26 -year USAF officer Colonel Mesk ill served 
in North American Aerospace Defense Command, Tactical Air Command, Alaskan Air Command, and 

Air Force Systems Command.  

He is a Gill Robb Wilson, Joint Service 
Commendation Medal, USAF Commendation Medal 
and USAF Meritorious Service Medal recipi ent. 
Colonel Meskill other accomplishments include 

Massachusetts Encampment Commander ï Otis 

ANGB, 1996, 1997 and 1998 as well as numerous 
USAF assignments (1971 through 1984)   



Colonel Meskill has been married to the former Marianne 
Lembo for thirty - five years and has one son, Sean Michael.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonel Meskill is promoted by his wife and son  

 
 

 
Former Massachusetts Wing Commander Dies  

  
Massachusetts Wing and the entire Civil Air Patrol family recently lost a great friend and leader. 

Colonel David A. Belcher died peacefully at home, surrounded by his family, Tuesday, Oct. 27  after 

losing his battle to cancer . He was born  and raised in Weymouth . 

 

He was a Vietnam veteran serving in the U.S. Navy as an electronics technician aboard the USS 

Preston from 1 962 -1965. For his participation in combat operations in the Gulf of Tonkin in 1964, he 

was awarded the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon by the Secretary of the Navy.  

 

At home, Colonel Belcher gave countless hours as a referee at  local amateur ice hockey games  and 

also umpir ed softball leagues . He was a member of both professional organizations.  In addition to 

being a HAM radio operator, Colonel Belcher was a pilot, and  a flying instructor at the Plymouth 

Airport.  

 

Another one of his true passions was his parti cipation in the Civil Air Patrol (CAP)  joining the 

Minuteman Squadron of the Massachusetts Wing in  1981 where he served as Flight Operations Officer 

and a Cadet Orientation Pilot  

 

Over the past several years, Colonel Belcher served Massachusetts Wing and C ivil Air Patrol as Vice 

Commander, Chief of Staff, Inspector General and Interim MAWG -CC when Colonel Thomas DiMilla 

stepped down due to his health. Colonel Belcher also served at Northeast Region as Director of Safety. 



 

   

 

In 200 5, he assumed command of the M assachusetts as Wing Commander. In addition to numerous 

Commanders Commendations, Colonel Belcher is the recipient of the Exceptional, Meritorious and 

Distinguished Service awards.  Among his many Civil Air Patrol accomplishments, he received the Mass 

Wing Unit Citation, CAP Disaster Relief and CAP Find ribbons.  

 

Just 3 weeks ago, t he Mass Wing flag  was passed to the Colonel William Meskill at his change of 

command ceremony . When I spoke with Colonel Belcher, I asked him what his thoughts were about 

his ti me as a Wing Commander as well as a member of Civil Air Patrol . ñIt has been one great 

adventure after  another, and all because of the people I have worked with and for ,ò he said. 

 

Itôs hard to single out just one thing that Colonel Belcher loved about CAP. We defin itely know his first 

love was the cadets of this wing. B ut if you ask around, you might be surprised to find out he had a 

fondness  for Oshkosh and the Blue Beret program. Have you ever been to an air show?  Picture an air 

show where hundreds of th ousands of people come to see the many wonders of aviation.   In real life, 

that picture is the Experimental Aircraft Associationôs 

(EAA) annual fly - in at Oshkosh, Wisconsin. The 

National Blue Beret offer s cadets and seniors the 

chance to work at one of the  largest and most 

prestigious air shows in the world. So maybe it was 

Daveôs love for flying that gave him a smile about 

this activity.  

 

Colonel Belcher was a well respected leader in and 
out of CAP. I once heard it said that you receive a 

Colonel's title by being a long - time member and wing 
commander in Civil Air Patrol. Dave Belcher received 
the title of commander when he got the job, but he 
truly earned the title of leader.  
  
Colonel Belcher knew from the beginning that one of 

the best ways to influence the members of his wing 
was to show that he appreciated their hard work and 
efforts.  While it is easier to slide through CAP 
program  without a purpose, without a code, it would 
not have been fulfilling. And that was not the way 
Colonel Belcher operated. Only by setting goals and 
challenging his staff and the MAWG membership to 

achiev e th ose goals  did we find  success.   
 
As we all know, it takes a special person to want to lead a n all  volunteer organization. Colonel Belcher 
had the courage to do it with fairn ess, compassion and integrity.  
 
Dave loved his family and enjoyed many enjoyable moments with his four grandchildren, Joanna, 

Penelope, Jack and Maggie.  

 

In addition to his wife Judith, and his mother, Jennie he is survived by his loving children, Susan J . 

Medeiros and her husband John, Gregory A. Belcher and his wife Ali and Matthew D. Belcher.  

 

By request of the family, donations may be made in his name to Hospice of the South Shore, Box 

9060, Braintree, MA 02184, Dana Farber Cancer Institute, 10 Brookl ine Place, Floor 6, Brookline, MA 

02445 -9924, or Mass -Wing Attn: Cadet Program, Box 656, Bedford, MA 01730 -0656.  

 



 

   

 

 Mandatory October Safety Meeting  

 
As stated in CAPR 62 -1 an annual Safety Day will be held by all units sometime during the month of 
October  to focus on improving safety knowledge and attitudes during the new fiscal year. This is not 
an option and all units must comply with this National Directive. . All Units must have had a safety day 
before the end of October. Each Squadron needs to report compliance to the Group or Wing as defined 

by your local policy. Each Wing must report compliance of all units to the Region by the end of the 
month. Failure to comply with this directive could result in a unit being suspended for activities until 
they com ply. The new NER Supplement to 62 -1 w as available in October outlining procedures for 
submitting these reports.  
 

 

    Civil Air Patrol To Receive NBAA Al Ueltschi 

Award for Humanitarian 

Leadership   

Washington, DC, October 7, 2009 ï The National Business 

Aviation Association (NBAA) today announced that the Civil Air 

Patrol will be presented with the NBAA Al Ueltschi Humanitarian 

Award in recognition  of the organization's efforts to provide 

disaster relief for people and communities in times of crisis.   

"The Civil Air Patrol provides an essential service to this 

country, by supplying not just aircrews, but also ground teams, 

doctors, nurses, paramedics and others to support rescue 

efforts following a disaster,ò said NBAA President and CEO Ed 

Bolen. ñThese unsung heroes volunteer their time and expertise 

to provide assistance in 90 percent of inland search and rescue missions.  The commitment to service 

demonstrated by the people involved in the Civil Air Patrol provides  an example for all of us to 

emulate, a nd their selflessness is what we honor with the Ueltschi Humanitarian Award.ò  

NBAA's Al Ueltschi Humanitarian Award will be presented to Major General Amy Courter of the Civil Air 

Patrol at NBAA's 62nd Annual Meeting & Convention, being held at the Orange  County Convention 

Center in Orlando, FL.   

Al Ueltschi, the award's namesake, has been widely recognized for his lifetime of dedication to 

philanthropic causes. He was instrumental in the development of ORBIS, an international non -profit 

organization dedi cated to preventing blindness and saving sight. Ueltschi, who has served as ORBIS's 

chairman for more than 20 years, has made a number of significant financial contributions to the 

organization and has been instrumental in developing many of its most impor tant initiatives.  

 



 

   

 

Civil Air Patrol pilots to fly óSurrogate Predators 

 
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. ï With the conversion of a Civil Air Patrol plane into a ñSurrogate 

Predator,ò the U.S. Air Force is relying on its auxiliary in a most imaginative way. 

 

ñWeôre using a manned aircraft to simulate an unmanned aircraft,ò said CAP-U.S. Air Force 

Commander Col. Bill Ward, explaining that a sophisticated ñPredator ballò placed under the left wing of 

a Cessna 182 belonging to CAP will give the plane the capabil ity of mimicking the Air Forceôs MQ-1 

Predator and MQ -9 Reaper, unmanned aircraft that provide real - time data to U.S. war fighters.  

 

The Air Force will use the Surrogate Predator to fill a critical training gap in support of Army and 

Marine forces as they prepare for deployment. ñDue to the Air Force maximum surge effort to provide 

more MQ -1 Predator and MQ -9 Reaper support to ground units in CENTCOM, there are no Predator or 

Reaper forces available to support pre -deployment exercises such as Green Flag, wh ich focuses on air -

to -ground operations,ò said Maj. Matt Martin, chief of the Predator/Reaper Ops Branch of Air Combat 

Command at Langley Air Force Base, Va. ñThe Surrogate Predator is the solution.ò 

 

Air Combat Command (ACC), with the support of Joint For ces Command, secured $2.5 million for the 

Surrogate Predator Program, once it was determined that CAP could provide the needed training with 

its dedicated patriotic citizen volunteers at a fraction of the cost of the private contractor currently 

providing the training.  

 

ñWeôve seen nothing but enthusiasm and a willingness to help from the Civil Air Patrol, which is why 

we chose them to do this mission,ò said Martin. 

 

With the Predator ball in place, the CAP plane - turned -Surrogate Predator has the capability  of locking 

onto a target and tracking it, said Ward, adding that the ultimate goal is to broadcast streaming video. 

ñThis will give our soldiers and Marines a real-time view of what is going on,ò he said. 

 

ACC will provide mission training to selected CAP  crews at Fort Polk, La. ñACC experts will train the 

CAP crews on how to do the mission using the same tactics, techniques and procedures that Predator 

crews use on combat missions,ò said Martin. 

 

ñBasically, we will imitate being a Predator,ò said Capt. David Lewis, the Louisiana CAP project officer 

and one of six CAP pilots initially chosen for the program, who described the joint exercises like Green 



 

   

 

Flag as ñthe next big thing for CAP in homeland security and the defense of our country.ò 

 

ñThis initial cadre will then train the dozens of crews that will be needed to sustain our regular Green 

Flag support,ò said Martin. A second airplane is already being modified to expand the Surrogate 

Predator Program. Once complete, CAP will be able to provide coverage  for both Green Flag East 

exercises from Fort Polk, La., and Green Flag West exercises from the National Training Center at Fort 

Irwin, Calif., close to where the second Surrogate Predator will be stationed in Las Vegas, Nev.  

 

Green Flag exercises typicall y involve 11 days of flying, eight hours per day, at least 10 times per 

year, and ñhunter-killer scenarios,ò in which the Surrogate Predator starts by surveying targets and 

providing full -motion video to the brigade combat team. ñOnce a target is identified by the ground 

commander as hostile,ò Martin said, ñthe Surrogate Predator will dynamically re-task into the strike 

role and coordinate with a forward air control to simulate the delivery of precision ordnance onto a 

target.ò 

 

Lewis foresees the potential  of the Surrogate Predator for other CAP missions, like search and rescue 

and emergency services following hurricanes. ñIn the event of a natural disaster, the aircraft will 

certainly be made available to NORTHCOM for civil response purposes,ò said Martin. ñHowever, due to 

the expense of the aircraft and the need to keep them available to support joint exercises, we donôt 

anticipate using them to train for standard CAP missions.ò 

 

Homeland security missions are nothing new to CAP, which has played a role in  protecting America 

since its beginning days patrolling the Atlantic Coast for enemy aircraft and chasing German 

submarines during World War II. With its fleet of 550 aircraft, as well as numerous ground assets, and 

a force 58,000 -strong, CAP is considered  a force multiplier at a very attractive cost.  

 

ñThe Civil Air Patrol is grateful for this new opportunity to aid in the defense of America,ò said CAP 

National Commander Maj. Gen. Amy Courter. ñOur members are true patriots, who volunteer to serve 

and prof essionally execute their duties with excellence every day. They truly go above and beyond the 

call of duty in service to this great nation.ò 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

   

 

       

Basics for Flu Prevention  
Get vaccinated  

 

Vaccination is the best protection against 

contracting t he flu.  

You need two vaccines to be fully 

protected this year.  The seasonal flu vaccine 

and the H1N1 (Swine) flu vaccine are separate 

vaccinations. A seasonal vaccine is distributed 

routinely every year, the H1N1 (Swine) flu 

vaccine is in development for t he fall of 2009.  

 

The seasonal vaccine is not expected to protect 

against the H1N1 (Swine) flu and the H1N1 

(Swine) flu vaccine is not intended to replace 

the seasonal  

Flu vaccine. Each protects against a different 

virus and is intended to be used along -side the 

other.  

 

Get both!  

 

Practice good hygiene!  

Take common -sense steps to limit the spread 

of germs. Make good hygiene a habit.  

V Wash hands frequently with soap and 

water.   

V Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue 

when you cough or sneeze.   

V Cough or snee ze into your upper sleeve if 

you don't have a tissue.   

V Clean your hands after coughing or 

sneezing. Use soap and water or  an alcohol -

based hand cleaner.   

If you are diagnosed with the flué 

 

Stay home , follow your doctorôs orders, and 

watch for signs that y ou need immediate 

medical attention. Remain at home for 7 days 

after your symptoms begin or until you have 

been symptom - free (no fever) for 24 hours, 

whichever is longer.  

Avoid close contact with others , especially 

those who might easily get the flu, such  as 

people of any age with chronic medical 

conditions (such as asthma, diabetes, or heart 

disease), pregnant women, young children, 

and infants.  

Wear a facemask  ï if available and tolerable 

ï when sharing common spaces with other 

household members to help  prevent spreading 

the virus to others. This is especially important 

if other household members are at high risk for 

complications from influenza.  

Get plenty of rest.   

Drink clear fluids  such as water, broth, 

sports drinks, or electrolyte beverages made 

for infants to prevent becoming dehydrated.  

Cover coughs and sneezes.   

Clean hands with soap and water  or an 

alcohol -based hand rub often, especially after 

using tissues and after coughing or sneezing 

into your hands.  

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

Officials unveil 

Joint Base 

An drews Naval 

Air Facility 

Washington  
by Capt. Robert Sperling  

316th Wing Public Affairs  

 

10/8/2009  -  JOINT BASE ANDREWS, 

Md. (AFNS)  --  Andrews Air Force 

Base  was renamed  as Joint Base 

Andrews Naval Air Facility 

Washington.  

 

The Joint Team Andrews logo wa s also unveiled at the event,  which took place against a backdrop of 

military hardware representing all aspects of the newly  created  team.  

 

"Vince Lombardi described teamwork as individual dedication to a group effort," said Navy Capt. 

Timothy Fox, Naval Air Facility Washington commanding officer. "That is what makes a team work, a 

company work, a society work, a civilization work, and that is what makes a joint base work." 

"Andrews is no stranger to change," said Maj. Gen. Ralph Jodice, Air Force District  of Washington 

commander. "The names have changed, but the commitment to service has remained the same. We 

are the gateway to the nation's capital, and we are 'all in' here at Andrews."  

Since its creation, Andrews has evolved from a Civil War encampment t o an Army air field to an  Air 

Force base.   The base  has been and continues to be a cornerstone military establishment in the 

National Capital Region.  

 

"The Navy and the Air Force have been cooperating for a long time," said Navy Capt. Catherine Hanft, 

Sou th Potomac Naval Support Activity command officer. "During the first retaliatory strike against 

Japan following the attack on Pearl Harbor, a group of Army Air Corps aviators took off in their B -25 

bombers from the deck of the U.S.S. Hornet. Since then we have continued to work cooperatively."  

 

"We are better today now that we are a joint team," said Col. Steven Shepro, 316th Wing/Joint Base 

Andrews commander. "This is how we are excelling in combat -  we are an integrated force and that is 

how we are excel ling here."  

 

Joint Base Andrews is one of two installations in the continental United States to take part in the Base 

Realignment and Closure proceedings. The other is  Joint Base McGuire -Dix -Lakehurst in New Jersey.  

 

 



 

   

 

  
Aircraft Callsign Change  
 
The In ternational Civil Aviation Organization 

(ICAO) and the FAA recently  changed CAPôs 
aircraft callsign to ñCAPò instead of ñCPF or CAP 
Flight.ò The new callsign should be used in 
air/ground communications and when filing 
flight plans. ICAO and the FAA will no t permit 
CAP to have two callsigns so we will have to 
discontinue the use of ñCAP Flight.ò  

 
The pronunciation of the new ñCAPò callsign is 
exactly how it sounds as in ñbaseball cap.ò It 
should be used along with the appropriate wing 
callsign number. Examp le: ñCAP 1234.ò This 

new callsign should be included in the remarks 
section of all FAA flight plans.  
 
Please distribute this information to all your 

aircrews and mission base staff. They can start 

using CAPôs new aircraft callsign immediately.  

 

Civilian  Aircraft of Yesterday  

 

1932 Taylor E - 2 Cub  
Civilian Basic Trainer  

Introduced by C. Gilbert Taylor and William T. 

Piper, the Taylor E -2 Cub had an enormous 

impact on civilian aviation. In the design lay 

the foundation for what eventually became the 

famou s Piper Cub. The E -2 Cub was somewhat 

underpowered but fairly light on the controls 

with good response. The E -2 Cub was well 

behaved in all basic maneuvers and was very 

popular with small flying -school operators. The 

E-2 combined the fun of open -cockpit fl ying 

with good wind protection.  

The fuselage is built of welded steel tubing and 

the wings are made of solid spruce spars, 

riveted drawn aluminum ribs and a dural 

metal -covered leading edge. The tail -group is a 

welded steel tube structure, and the horizont al 

stabilizer is adjustable in flight. The aircraft is 

fabric -covered and came equipped with a 

wooden propeller, dual controls but no brakes.  

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

CAP's Boe to return to space as pilot for final 
shuttle mission  

 
Air Force Col. Eric Boe shows his Gen. Carl  A. Spaatz Award coin.  

 Photo courtesy o NASA  
 
Kylie Clem  
Johnson Space Center, Houston  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ï Air Force Col. Eric A. 
Boe, the Civil Air Patrol member who took his 
Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Award coin into space 
during his first flight as a space  shuttle pilot 
last year, has been assigned to reprise that 
role on the last scheduled space shuttle 

mission, targeted to launch in September 

2010.  
 
The eight -day mission, designated STS -133, 
will carry a pressurized logistics module to the 
International S pace Station.  

 
 

 
Boe was the pilot of STS -126 from Nov. 14 -30, 

2008. He first soloed in an airplane as a 
Georgia Wing cadet in a CAP encampment and 
earned the Spaatz award, the highest 
achievement for a CAP cadet, in July 1983.  
 
Now a senior member with t he Florida Wingôs 
Eglin Composite Squadron, Boe has a 

bachelor's degree from the U.S. Air Force 

Academy and a master's degree from the 
Georgia Institute of Technology.  
 
Read more about Col Boe and the STS -133 flight at 
NASA.gov  
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

   

 

 

CAP Seniors Gathe r In 

Westover For Squadron 

Leadership School   

Eighteen  members of Massachusetts Wing  recently 

graduated from the Civil Air Patrol Squadron Leadership 

School (SLS). The course was held at the Westover 

Composite Squadron Headquarters  on October, 24 -25 .  

The  course, directed by Major Jerry Vinokur , is designed to instruct members about the operation of a 

squadron. Classes included military customs and courtesies, professional image, 

operations/emergency services, safety, aerospace education, effective communi cations/military 

briefings, administration, cadet programs, drug 

demand reduction, and professional 

development. The school had several instructors 

serve as subject matter experts for the course.  

Graduates of the course include:  

SM MacKenzie Britt -  043  
SM Brandy Fiore -  044  

SM Sean Flattery -  044  
SM Robert Gallagher -  059  
SM Debra Masse -  044  
2LT Austen Iglehart -  013  

2lt John Patten -  075  
2LT Todd Jarvis -  013  
1LT Valerie Lahteine -  044  

1LT Steven Lauzon -  074  
1LT Dennis Mills -  075  
1LT Michael Walsh -  007  
1LT Michael Weston -  075  
1LT John Flattery -  044  
1LT Timothy Flouton -  015  

1LT William Frank -  019  
1LT William Frisbee -  019  
Cpt Christian Fiore II -  044
 

 

 


